April 23, 2014

Ex Parte Notice

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum Through
Incentive Auction, GN Docket No. 12-268;
Policies Regarding Mobile Spectrum Holdings, WT Docket No. 12-269

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Robust, affordable wireless service is vitally important to consumers situated in rural
America and the businesses that serve them. Not only is wireless service indispensable as a
communication tool, it also increases productivity, enhances public safety, assists in the
provision of healthcare and creates educational opportunities. Wireless service enables machine
to machine communication and enables farmers and ranchers to monitor weather conditions and
commodity prices in real time from the field. The benefits of the availability of fixed and mobile
wireless service in rural communities are immeasurable as they are essential for the economic
sustainability and growth of rural communities.

Unfortunately, all too often, wireless service in rural areas is unreliable and incomplete.
Despite the undisputed need for ubiquitous, reliable wireless service, many rural areas are
plagued by spotty service and “dead zones.” Rural consumers sometimes lack access to the
most modern devices and mobile devices that work well in rural areas may not work at all
outside of the home carrier’s territory.

The undersigned therefore urge the Commission to adopt rules and policies that promote
wireless competition in rural markets. Particularly in the case of wireless services in these hard-
to-serve markets, it is clear that more must be done to encourage new and better service, increase
consumer choice, and spur innovation.

This 600 MHz spectrum is particularly well-suited for service to rural America and the
upcoming incentive auction provides the Commission with an opportunity to ensure that multiple
interested parties have an opportunity to obtain spectrum so that the spectrum can be put to its
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highest and best use. Policies that promote such access and opportunities should be a primary
goal as the Commission sets its spectrum priorities and adopts rules for the upcoming auction.

Respectfully submitted,

AGCO CORPORATION

By: /s/ David G. Webster

David G. Webster

Director HHP Tractors and Advanced
Technology Solutions

(770) 232-8213

AGRICULTURAL RETAILERS
ASSOCIATION

By: /s/ Jeff Sands

Jeff Sands

Director of Public Policy

(202) 457-0825

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF
COMMUNITY COLLEGES

By: /s/ Laurie Quarles

Laurie Quarles

Legislative Associate

(202) 728-0200

AMERICAN TELEMEDICINE
ASSOCIATION

By: /s/ Jonathan Linkous
Jonathan Linkous

Chief Executive Officer

(202) 223-3333

ASSOCIATION OF EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURERS

By: /s/ Nick Tindall

Nick Tindall

Director, Government Affairs

(202) 701-4287

COBANK

By: /s/ Robert F. West

Robert F. West

Senior Vice President, Communications
Banking Group

(202) 650-5864

COMMUNITY ACTION
PARTNERSHIP

By: /s/ Don Mathis

Don Mathis

President & CEO

(202) 449-9774

FARM CREDIT COUNCIL

By: /s/ Robbie Boone

Robbie Boone

Vice President, Government Affairs
(202) 626-8710

FARM EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
By: /s/ Vernon Schmidt

Vernon Schmidt

Executive Vice President

(314) 878-2304 x 102

INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY
BANKERS OF AMERICA

By: /s/ Mark Scanlan

Mark Scanlan

Senior Vice President, Agriculture & Rural
Policy

(202) 659-8111
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF FARMER

COOPERATIVES
By: /s/ Kevin Natz
Kevin Natz

Vice President
(202) 626-8700

NATIONAL FARMERS UNION
By: /s/ Mike Stranz

Mike Stranz

Government Relations Representative
(202) 544-1600

NATIONAL GRANGE
By: /s/ Ed Luttrell

Ed Luttrell

President

(202) 628-3507

NATIONAL INFORMATION
SOLUTIONS COOPERATIVE
By: /s/ Vern Dosch

Vern Dosch

President & CEO

(866) 999-6472

NATIONAL RURAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPERS ASSOCIATION
By: /s/ Clare Gustin

Clare Gustin

President

(785) 623-3321

NATIONAL RURAL EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

By: /s/ Dr. John Hill

Dr. John Hill

President

(765) 494-0096

NATIONAL RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION
By: /s/ Martha Duggan

Martha Duggan

Senior Principal, Regulatory Affairs
(703) 907-5848

NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH
ASSOCIATION

By: /s/ Maggie Elehwany

Maggie Elehwany

Vice President of Government Affairs and
Policy

(202) 639-0550

NATIONAL RURAL
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
COOPERATIVE

By: /s/ Tim Bryan

Tim Bryan

Chief Executive Officer

(703) 787-0874

NORTH AMERICAN EQUIPMENT
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

By: /s/ Michael Williams

Michael Williams

Vice President of Government Relations,
Treasurer

(636) 349-6204

NTCA-THE RURAL BROADBAND
ASSOCIATION

By: /s/ Shirley Bloomfield

Shirley Bloomfield

Chief Executive Officer

(703) 351-2000

RURAL SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY
TRUST

By: /s/ Robert Mahaffey

Robert Mahaffey

Director of Communications and Marketing
(202) 822-3919
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RURAL TELEPHONE FINANCE
COOPERATIVE

By: /s/s Robin Reed

Robin Reed

Senior Vice President, Member Services
(703) 467-1800

RURAL WIRELESS ASSOCIATION
By: /s/ Caressa D. Bennet

Caressa D. Bennet

General Counsel

(202) 551-0010

STAND UP FOR RURAL AMERICA
By: /s/ Sandra Rosenblith

Sandra Rosenblith

Director

(202) 255-9388

STATE AGRICULTURE AND RURAL
LEADERS

By: /s/ Dr. Carolyn Orr

Dr. Carolyn Orr

Executive Secretary

(765) 893-820
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